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GooD FRIDAY — A CELEBRATION OF DEATH

Death is one of those things that we clearly like to distance ourselves from, either in our discussions or in
experience. And celebrating someone’s death is the last thing on anyone’s mind. Yet Christians celebrate

“Good Friday” in memory of the death of Jesus Christ. Celebrating death? Really? That’s correct! And this was no
ordinary death. It was a death designed for wicked criminals. It was long, it was painful and it was bloody. Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, was first arrested, then humiliated, spat at, slapped, given flesh-ripping lashes, crowned
with thorns, and then nailed to a cross to die of suffocation and excruciating pain. Why did the sinless One, who is
God, die such a horrific death? Here are 10 main reasons:

1.

10.

To Satisfy God’s Anger against Human Sin
Romans 3:25 - God put [Christ] forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God'’s righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins.

To Pay the Huge Price for Our Sins

Mark 10:45 - The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.
Hebrews 10:11-12 - Every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right
hand of God.

To Reconcile Us with God

Romans 5:10 - For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.

1 Peter 3:18 - Christ also suffered once for sins, the Righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.

To Demonstrate God’s Love for Sinners

Romans 5:7-8 - One will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die—but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 4:9-10 - In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

To Extend God’s Forgiveness for Our Sins

Ephesians 1:7 - In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.

Colossians 2:13 - And you, who were dead in your trespasses . . . God made alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our trespasses, by cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This
He set aside, nailing it to the cross.

To Declare Believing Sinners as Perfect before the Holy God

Romans 5:19 - For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one Man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake He [God] made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might
become the righteousness of God.

To Deliver Us from the Curse of Disobeying God’s Law
Galatians 3:13 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”

To Become the Only Sympathetic Mediator between God and Man

Hebrews 4:15-16 - For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

To Give Eternal Life to All Who Believe in Him
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

To Secure The Future of His Believers after Death

Romans 6:5 - For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in
a resurrection like His.

Hebrews 9:28 - Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him.
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