THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST

Whether or not you have ever attended a church service, you must have come across this title
that was highly popularized by a well-known Hollywood movie. A man in severe pain, deep wounds,
crying, rejected, humiliated, dripping blood from His body and nailed to a cross - such a picture
would come to your mind at the mention of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. It is in His honour that
every year Christians across the world celebrate the “Passion Week”. The Passion Week begins with
“Palm Sunday" that commemorates the reception of Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah and King.
This same Messiah is then rejected by His own people and handed over to the authorities to be
crucified on "Good Friday". The week closes with this dead Messiah validating His deity and power
over sin, death and the Devil by rising from the dead on the third day, called “Resurrection Sunday”
or “Easter”.

The word “passion” refers to the intense love that Jesus Christ demonstrated as He went
through an agonizing death for His people. But why does He have to suffer so much pain in His love?
We all like to think of God as a loving and compassionate God. Yes, the God of heaven and earth is
loving, gracious and merciful. But the Bible also describes God to be holy, righteous and the supreme
Judge of all mankind. And His holiness demands that He will not tolerate any sin in His presence. So
all of us, as we are guilty of sinning against God, will face His wrath and be eternally separated from
Him for acting against His divine nature. On the Day of Judgment, it would be vain to expect God to
exercise His love and mercy towards us at the expense of His holiness and justice, unless His anger
against our sin has already been satisfied. That's where the Passion Week comes into the picture.

It was during the Passion Week that God demonstrated not only His anger against sin but also
His love towards sinners. What we could never achieve through our charitable works or religion,
God the Father accomplished by sending His only Son Jesus Christ to take the form of man and suffer
a cruel death in order to pay the penalty for our sins. It is Jesus Christ alone who has opened the
gates of heaven for us, if we put our faith in Him. The Bible promises that whosoever believes in
Jesus Christ will not be condemned. If we respond with total submission to Christ, we can be
absolutely sure that our sins are forgiven. This is because God the Father demonstrated His
acceptance of Christ's sacrifice by raising Him from the dead on Easter Sunday. If we confess Jesus as
the only Master of our life and believe that He lived, died and was raised from the dead for us, we
will be saved from the wrath of the holy God that is about to come when the world ends. Although,
historically the Jewish leaders cunningly planned His death, Jesus had already said in the past that
no one could take His life, but that He Himself would lay it down and then raise it up again. This was
done according to the pre-determined purpose of God, with minute details of the events related to
His death already been prophesied over a thousand years before they occurred. Such is the amazing
love of God that He thought of us before we even came into the picture - by providing a means
through which we can have peace with and access to the only true and living God.

This is the "gospel” or the “good news” of the Bible: God is offering forgiveness to us through His
Son Jesus Christ. That is the message and significance of Good Friday & Easter. And such is the
amazing God that Christians all around the world worship and proclaim.
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